
MINNESOTA COMMERCIAL RAILWAY

FLAGMAN REQUEST REQUIREMENTS & CHARGES
General- Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) regulations require workers, who have the potential to 
foul tracks, to be protected under Title 49 CFR Part 214. This includes, but is not limited to, contractors 
who are performing work for the city, county, state, or a private business. Anyone who will be working 
within 25 feet of the nearest rail of Minnesota Commercial Railway (MNNR) trackage will be required to 
have a flagman or alternate protection (at MNNR’s discretion) in place before commencing any work 
near the tracks. Any flagman or other protection provided must be provided by an MNNR employee who 
is trained under these regulations.

Submitting Requests- Flagman requests must be completed in its entirety on the attached form and 
submitted no less than 5 business days prior to the day(s) requested. Failure to do so may result in the 
denial of a flagman or additional charges as described under compensation. Please e-mail flagman 
requests to flaggingrequest@mnnr.net to ensure all necessary personnel are properly notified. All 
flagman cancellations must be emailed to flaggingrequest@mnnr.net. The time of cancellation will be 
determined by the date and time we receive the email. Please contact the MNNR for current flagman 
rates.

Compensation- The general contractor is responsible for MNNR flagging charges for their sub-
contractors. Standard hourly rate for the flagman applies to the initial 8 hours of the flagman’s duties 
when the required 5 business day notice is given. The flagman is compensated from the time he leaves 
the local yard office and terminates upon return to the local yard office. Additional time after 8 hours is 
charged at the overtime rate. Requests that are received with the proper 5 business day notice will be 
charged a 4-hour minimum for the day(s) requested.

Emergency requests submitted with less than 5 business day notice will be charged at the overtime rate 
for a minimum of 8 hours. If a flagman request is cancelled with less than 24 hours’ notice the 
contractor will be charged for the full 8-hour day. 

Contractor’s will be responsible for any damage to track structure, which includes but is not limited to, 
rail bed, culverts, rail ties, rail (including spikes, anchors, bonds, plates), switches, switch stands, crossing 
signals, derails, and signage. Contractor’s will be responsible for damage that results from work done by 
sub-contractors.

Flagman Duties- The flagman’s duties will sometimes require the flagman to leave the area to provide 
the necessary warning flags and to set up derails or line switches away from the work area. Sometimes 
this could be miles away. The flagman will not engage in any work on behalf of the contractor. The duty 
of the flagman is to protect the workers by coordinating the train movement with the contractor’s 
foreman in charge. 

Working under Flagman Protection- No work shall be performed in the area without the permission of 
the flagman and not until after an initial job briefing has been completed and all individuals have signed 
the job briefing form. Contractors or its employees who violate this may be subject to civil fines of at 
least $892 and not more than $29,192 per violation.



Terms and Payments- MNNR flagman invoices are net 15 days. Credit is automatically issued for a 
flagman request as long as payment history from previous flagman jobs (if any) are with the terms. If a 
flagman invoice is not paid, the MNNR will make several attempts to contact and collect after which 
time the file will be forwarded to a collection agency for their pursuance as well as potential legal action. 
Any collection costs will be passed onto the general contractor. In some instances, the MNNR will report 
the contractor to local municipalities who may put the contractor on a list of contractors with 
delinquent debt outstanding which could hinder their chances of receiving bids on local projects.
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